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Newsletter
InFocus at DVCC

20th April 2025

This week’s meeting -  Skateboarding and Portraits

As a camera club we strive to ensure we have a mixed and 
varied programme of event for you to explore your 
photography “likes” and “dislikes” and to provide challenges 
which offer something that is perhaps new. In a few week’s 
time there is a planning meeting to enable you to put forward 
ideas as to what we could add to the programme 
 
So this week we are going to have two photography events on 
at the same time time (weather permitting), Gill has organised a 
skateboarder to come along so you can have a go at capturing 
the joy and skill of skateboarding -  this will be in the “blue hour” 
of light so if you have a flash for your camera you might want to 
use that and you might want to explore what is known as rear 
curtain synch. In rear curtain synch your flash fires just as the 
shutter closes and freezes the motion - if you have a relatively 
slow shutter speed than you might well also capture the motion 

trails.   Rear curtain 
synch puts the motion 
trails behind the 
moving subject. 

We will set up a 
studio in the club 
house so your can 
have a go at doing 
portraits: head and 
shoulder, full length 
….  Try exploring what 
you can do to achieve 
a ‘classical’ 
renaissance style 
portrait by moving 
the light source, and 
angling the light 
source. 

 

Caption

Some upcoming events:  
 
Not necessarily DVCC 
attended event but here 
are some event you might 
like to pop into your diary 
 

YPU awards and Exhibition 
Doncaster Grammar School, 
10th May then Doncaster 
Museum 

Society of Photographers 
Roadshow, Wetherby 
Racecourse 13th May 2025 

Rugby Union 7 a side 
competition in Hemsworth 
10:00 to circa 5:00pm on 
14th June  

Steam Punk Festival at 
Bolsover Castle, (English 
Heritage Site) on 29th June 

Equestrian Eventing, Show 
jumping and dressage at 
Frickley Park, 14th to 17th 
August 2025 

Downhill bike racing time 
trials, Peaty’s DownHill 
Series, City of Steel in 
Grenoside woods, Sheffield 
13th September 2025
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Capturing the Action: Skateboarding in the Blue Hour 
Photographing a skateboarder during the blue hour — that magical time just after sunset — can 
produce some stunning images. The deep blue tones of the sky make a great backdrop, but 
there’s not much light, so you’ll need to plan a little. 

Start by setting your camera to shutter priority or manual 
mode. You’ll want a fairly fast shutter speed (around 1/250 or 
faster) to freeze the motion. A wider aperture (like f/2.8 or f/4) 
helps let in more light, and bumping up your ISO to 800 or 
1600 can also help in the low light. 

One great technique in this setting is using fill flash with rear 
curtain sync. That might sound technical, but it just means your 
flash will fire at the end of the exposure, not the start. This 
creates a sharp image of the skateboarder, with a slight motion 
trail behind them, giving a sense of speed and action. If you’re 
using a flash, perhaps dial it down a bit (try -1 EV) so it doesn’t 
overpower the natural light. The idea is to light your subject 
just enough while keeping the moody, natural tones of the 
blue hour. 

Don’t forget to talk to the skateboarder! Agree on the best 
spots and moves, and shoot in bursts to catch the perfect 
moment. Experiment, review, and tweak settings as you go. 
Have fun and don’t worry if every shot isn’t perfect — action 
photography is all about timing and practice! 
 
Classic Portraits Using the studio light 
Some hints and tips: Start by placing your softbox at about a 
45-degree angle to your subject, slightly above eye level, 
pointing down. This setup creates beautiful shadows on one 
side of the face — a classic technique known as Rembrandt 
lighting when a triangle of light appears under one eye.  Use a 
dark / black backdrop or a dark wall for a dramatic, painterly 
feel. 
 
Set your lights to a low power (like 1/32 or 1/16). You want soft, 
controlled light — not a blast of brightness. Use your camera in 
manual mode with a shutter speed of 1/160, aperture around f/

5.6 to f/8, and ISO 100 for clean, sharp results. 

Not everyone has experience directing a model, so keep it simple: ask your subject to turn their 
body slightly away from the light, then turn their face gently back toward it. Look for a relaxed, 
thoughtful expression.  
 
Look to see if there are any props that you might make use of to enhance the story in your 
photograph 
 

Special Note: 
This week sessions (23rd April 
2025) will be an indoor and 
outdoor session.   

Could you please arrive for 
6.45pm ready and set up for 
a 7pm prompt start. 

We have a skateboarder 
coming that will do some 
outdoor skateboarding shots 
in the skate park and we also 
have another model 
coming to do some indoor 
studio work. 

We will split into two groups-
with one group starting in 
skatepark and the other in the 
studio. Then at about 8:00 
swap over. 
 
So It is important please that 
you let us know if you intend 
to be there as we will split the 
number of members into two 
groups so that everyone gets 
an opportunity to shoot both 
models with adequate time. 
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Photo Album: 

No photograph album this week but we are ‘promoting’ a local venue (thank you to David Balls) 
which has lots of activities planned which will offer some great photography opportunities, and 
if you’re thinking of going and would like some photography company let folks know via the  
DVCC MEMBERS Facebook page or the Whats App group.  By way of reminder DVCC Members 
Facebook is private to members of the camera club,  whereas the Facebook page “Deanre 
Valley Camera Club” is public. 
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Calendar of events - Look on the website for the new schedule.

23/04/2025 Wed Wath Skateboarding and portraits

01/05/2025 Thu ZOOM

External Speaker: Mike Martin “It's not what you see its what 
you make”.  Mike describes this as a mixed evening - in 
addition to an overview of his people photography, he also 
showcases some of his non-portrait photography, and  step by 
step walk through making of some of my creative images 
using a live Photoshop demo and sharing some of my creative 
projects during lockdown.

7/05/2025 Wed Wath
Practical: Still life and or product photography.  Bring some 
items from how to enable you to build both a ‘set’ and some 
subject material

14/05/2025 Wed ZOOM Tutorial:  Using software to create composite images

21/05/2025 Wed Wath Members Photography Journey: Gill Batson

28/05/2025 Wed Wath Planning

National Coal Mining 
Museum 
 
 

Brodswotth Hall 
 
 

Steam Punk  Doncaster on May 
10th 2025 
 
 
The Steampunk Explorer

Look ups and Links. 

None of these are endorsed by DVCC, they are things I’ve found on t’internet that might (or might 
not)  be helpful and or interesting and offer you some places to go 

Get your thinking caps on, last meeting of this season is about planning the next set of 
events.  Probably do this in small groups to establish the sort of activities and events we 
want to explore, challenge ourselves, and enjoy.  Its your chance to influence the calendar.

Look out for the minor changes to the events over next few week

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/whats-on/#1/12/datetime/0/Brodsworth%20Hall%20and%20Gardens/Events/none/none/none/0/0
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/whats-on/#1/12/datetime/0/Brodsworth%20Hall%20and%20Gardens/Events/none/none/none/0/0
https://steampunk-explorer.com/events/doncaster-steampunk-spectacular
https://youtu.be/nuoc53wcnbc?si=T7kROWHNbUTTm1Xq
https://www.mikemartinphotography.co.uk/Talks
http://www.apple.com/uk
https://www.ncm.org.uk
https://www.ncm.org.uk
https://www.ncm.org.uk
https://www.cambridgeincolour.com/tutorials/white-balance.htm
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